
 

Preface 

It is with great pleasure that we present the third volume of the Catalogue of Rivers for Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific, which contains 20 rivers from 9 countries.  This brings the total number of rivers 
catalogued in the region including those in volumes I and II to 69.   

The objectives of the publication of the Catalogue, as stated in the first two volumes, are: 

• To promote mutual understanding of hydrology and water resources of the region and of the 
neighbouring countries.  This is essential for better regional co-operation in hydrological sciences 
as well as for water resources development and management. 

• To promote intra-national information exchange among different organisations in each country.  
This is essential for the development of hydrological sciences and for better development and 
management of the water resources within each country. 

• To promote the establishment of an international data exchange and collaborative research 
network in the region.  This is expected to serve as a hop towards the start of an Asian FRIEND 
(Flow Regime from International Experimental and Network Data) Project in IHP-V, 1996 - 2001. 

It is heartening to note that all these objectives have been realized to some degree.  With the 
dissemination of more information it is hoped that there will be better understanding and co-operation 
on matters related to water resources within each country as well as regionally.  Of particular 
importance are the establishment of the Asia Pacific FRIEND, a UNESCO-IHP regional collaboration 
project, and the Asian Pacific Water Archive which archives and makes available hydrometeorological 
and related data for Asian Pacific FRIEND projects and other IHP related activities in the region.  

We would like to express our sincere appreciation and due respect to all the individual contributors of 
all the countries who have collected the data and information from various ramified sources, prepared 
the text, maps and tables and co-operated with us patiently by responding to numerous revision requests.  
We also express our sincere gratitude to the many institutes, agencies and other organisations that 
provided the data, facilities, and above all, the funds and the personnel to carry out the work.  In 
particular, we would like to thank the following organisations for providing the necessary financial 
support: 

UNESCO Jakarta Office 
The Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, Japan 
The Infrastructure Development Institute of Japan 
 

We are hopeful that the Catalogues can serve in various ways to further fulfill the national and regional 
objectives that were originally aimed at.  Finally, we sincerely ask the readers to provide critical 
comments and ideas to improve successive volumes of future catalogues.  

Hidayat Pawitan      A. W. Jayawardena      Kuniyoshi Takeuchi      Soontak Lee 

May 31, 2000 
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